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Open Call for Proposals: EuropeAid/ 184245/DD/ACT/AL
Cross-border programme 2021-2027 Albania and Kosovo, 1st call for proposals

CLARIFICATIONS No. 2

Q1) Could an NGO that does not maintain a permanent office in the eligible area apply as lead
or co-applicant? If yes, what constitutes being “effectively established in the eligible area” for
eligibility purposes (e.g., registered address, resident staff, local registration documents,
cooperation agreement/MoU with a local entity, etc.)?

Al) Please refer to the Section 2.1.1. Guidelines for grant applicants: “Eligibility of

applicants (i.e. lead applicant and co-applicant(s)) . in order to be eligible for a grant, the lead

applicant (and co-applicants) must

. be effectively established in either Albania or Kosovo*,
* to be determined on the basis of the organisation’s statutes, which should
demonstrate that it has been established by an instrument governed by the national law
of the country concerned and that its head office is located in an eligible country
(Albania or Kosovo). The effective establishment of applicants should be proved not
only with the statutes but with the registration certificate. (not for profit organisations
legally registered in Albania following the Law for non- for profit civil society
organisations no. Law on Nr.8788, of 07.05.2001). In this respect, any legal entity
whose statutes have been established in another country cannot be considered an
eligible local organisation, even if the statutes are registered locally or a
‘Memorandum of Understanding’ has been concluded.

Q2) Given the requirement to include at least one public body on each side of the border, do
affiliated entities count towards the cap of up to four partners, or does this cap apply only to
the contract signatories (lead + co-applicants)?

A2) Please refer to Section 2.1.1 of Guidelines for applicants — Eligibility of Applicants (i.e.
lead applicant and co-applicant(s)). The maximum number of co-applicants that could be
involved in the action is 3.

Q3) Our NGO is implementing a Western Balkans Fund (WBF) project active until 4 October.
Is it acceptable to apply under this call provided there is no double financing and no problematic
overlap of activities/periods? Is any specific non-double-financing declaration required at
concept note or full application stage?

A3) Yes, provided that the action does not imply double-financing or profit for the beneficiary.
There is no specific non-double financing declaration required.

Q4) Please confirm that the 15%-30% co-financing may come from private contributions (e.g.,
sponsors/businesses). What documentation is required to evidence such contributions
(sponsorship agreements, proof of cash transfers, any thematic restrictions, etc.)?

A4) Please refer to Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for grant applicants: The balance (i.e., the
difference between the total cost of the action and the amount requested from the contracting
authority) must be financed from sources other than the general budget of the Union. No proof
should be submitted by the potential applicants in terms of the allocation funds for the co-
financing



Q5) Which sub-categories are counted as “office costs” for the 30% cap (rent, utilities,
administration, accounting, IT, etc.)?

Ab) Please refer to the explanations in the “Worksheet 1a. Budget cost-based” of “Annex B
Budget” for more details.

Q6) How should public administration staff salaries be treated when reported as co-financing?

Ab6) Please refer to Section 2.1.4 of Guidelines for applicants (page 20-21) and Annex B
Budget.

Q7) For FSTP, can the support be provided as services delivered by the project (e.g.,
digitalisation packages for rural hotels/hostels/campsites), or must it take the form of a financial
transfer to the third party? If services are delivered directly, should these be treated as project
activities/procurement rather than FSTP?

AT) Please refer to section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for grant applicants - Financial support to
third parties (page 19). Additional information about FSTP can be found under “The
implementation of grant contracts, A Users' Guide” included in the Guidelines for grant
applicants under useful links (page 39):
https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/spaces/ExactExternalWiki/pages/127304428/19.4+The+implementation+o
f+grant+contracts+%E2%80%93+A+users%E2%80%99+guide

Q8) Do we need to include in the application a fixed list of eligible activities, selection criteria,
and a verification/monitoring mechanism (e.g., a “Guidelines for Awarding FSTP”) for third-
party support?

AB8) Please refer to section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for grant applicants - Financial support to
third parties (page 19) for the mandatory conditions set for giving financial support.

Q9) Please confirm that Annex A.1 (Concept Note) is submitted via PROSPECT, while
PADOR is used for organisational registration and institutional documents only. Is a PIC
(Participant Identification Code) required for the lead and co-applicants?

A9) Please refer to section 2.2.2. “Where and how to send concept notes” of the Guidelines for
grant applicants. To apply for this call for proposal, it is mandatory for the lead and
co-applicants to register in the Participant Register.

Q10) If shortlisted, are clarifying questions on the Budget (Annex B) and Logical Framework
(Annex C) allowed? Which official channel should be used for such queries at the full
application stage, in line with the equal treatment principle?

A10) Please refer to section 2.2.8. of the Guidelines for grant applicants.

Q11) Is there an official partner-search tool/portal for this Programme, or a JTS focal point
who can facilitate matchmaking? If yes, could you share the link and contact details?

Al1l) Please refer to section 1.1 of the Guidelines for grant applicants. For contact details of
JTS, please refer to the PowerPoint presentation of the Info Session published under the call
reference https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/prospect-details/184245PROSPECTSEN
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Q12) Can the Lead applicant appear in 4 projects, 2 per Lot, once as Lead and the next time as
co-applicant?

A12) Please refer to Section 2.1.1 of Guidelines for applicants — Eligibility of Applicants (i.e.
lead applicant and co-applicant(s)) — Page 20.

Q13) As concerns the co-financing, should all the co-applicants contribute with co-funding?
Al13) Please refer to section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for grant applicants (page 16).
Q14) Is in kind contribution allowed? What about contribution with time?

Al14) As contributions in kind do not involve any expenditure for beneficiaries or affiliated
entities, they are not eligible costs. Contributions in kind may not be treated as co-financing.

Q15) Is there any maximum percentage of the budget dedicated to small scale investments?
A15) No.
Q16) Is there any criteria for previous experience?

A16) Please refer to the section 2.3.2 of the Guidelines for grant applicants: Evaluation of the
full applications.

Q17) Because of the local elections ongoing in Kosovo, it might difficult to keep commitments
concerning co-financing. Could SASPAC help with co-financing?

A17) Please refer to the section 1.3 of the Guidelines for grant applicants (page 7): Applicants
established in Kosovo shall cover by their own resources the co-financing amount. For more
information please consult: https://albaniakosovocbc.al/.

Q18) Do we need to submit a formal agreement with the public entities together with the
concept note?

A18) Please refer to section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2. of the Guidelines for grant applicants.

Q19) Regarding the sub-grants, the limit of 60,000 EUR per sub-grant is too much. Is there
any maximum percentage of the budget dedicated to subgrants?

A19) No. Please refer to the Answer A7 above.
Q20) Is there a publication/database of interested parties to apply in the Call for Proposals?

A20) Please consult: https://albaniakosovocbc.al/.

Q21) We are applying as a non-profit organization established in Kosovo, to act as Lead
Applicant (Coordinator). The consortium currently foresees:

. One co-applicant from Albania;
. One public body from Kosovo (e.g. municipality or public university); and
. One public body from Albania (e.g. municipality or public university).

This would result in a total of four partners (one lead and three co-applicants).


https://albaniakosovocbc.al/
https://albaniakosovocbc.al/

Could you please confirm that such a structure meets the requirements on cross-border
representation and maximum number of co-applicants?

A21) To ensure equal treatment of applicants, the contracting authority cannot give a prior
opinion on the eligibility of lead applicants, co-applicants, affiliated entity(ies), an action or
specific activities. Please refer to Section 2.1.1 of Guidelines for applicants — Eligibility of
Applicants (i.e. lead applicant and co-applicant(s)).
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